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Vision 
To be a catalyst for collaboration between women in the defence sector, civil 
society and industries in Karnataka, fostering a culture of shared knowledge, 
innovation, and empowerment that uplifts and transforms communities.

Mission
To promote dialogue and partnership among women in the defence forces, civil 
sectors, and industry through initiatives that support mentorship, skill 
development and resource sharing, ensuring holistic growth and enhanced 
contributions to society, providing recommendations to govt. authorities and 
ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊǎ ƛƴ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ
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VANDANA DOGRA
   STATE PRESIDENT ς WICCI KARNATAKA DEFENCE FORCES COUNCIL
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PRATIMA GUPTA
 STATE VICE PRESIDENT ς WICCI KARNATAKA DEFENCE FORCES COUNCIL
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Å  Born into a legacy of service , as the daughter of an Airforce Defence Personnel, she 
embodies resilience, unwavering confidence, and a passion for leadership, with over 
24+ years of experience invariousroles,including HR 
Head,AVPHR,HRBPLeader,andTalentManagementCOEHead, Leadership Coach, 
Talent Advisor to top executives and Global HR Directors, Software Engineerand 
business partnering across high-tech industries.

ÅA trailblazer in HR innovation , she has worked closely with top executives and 
Global HR Directors, implementing cutting-edge HR solutions in fields like big data, 
search, and AI, leaving a lasting impact on talent management and leadership 
development.

ÅBalancing dual roles as an Engineer by education and HR leader by passion , her 
commitment to personal growth and spreading positivity is reflected in every aspect 
of her work, driving success and happiness in those she leads.

ÅRecipient of multiple prestigious awards , including the International Super Woman 
!ŎƘƛŜǾŜǊǎ !ǿŀǊŘΣ L/hbL/ Iw [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ !ǿŀǊŘ нлноΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ !ǎƛŀΩǎ 
50 Most Influential HR Tech Leaders, her leadership is recognized globally for 
fostering innovation and building inclusive, high-performing teams.

Å!ƴŎƘƻǊŜŘ ƛƴ ²L//LΩǎ ŎƻǊŜ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ Σ she is dedicated to advancing excellence, integrity, 
collaboration, and growth within the Karnataka Defence Forces Council, building 
resilient teams and empowering women across the defence and civil sectors.



Lt Col BHAVANA MV
COUNCIL MEMBER ς WICCI KARNATAKA DEFENCE FORCES COUNCIL
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Lt Col VALENTINA DMELLO
COUNCIL MEMBER ς WICCI KARNATAKA DEFENCE FORCES COUNCIL

ÅPioneered ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ Leadership Initiatives: Led the training and 
development of the first batch of women soldiers in the Indian Army, 
successfully integrating them into leadership roles.
ÅMentored High-Potential Women Athletes: Recruited, mentored and 

supported 12 sportswomen, guiding their growth and performance, with 
several achieving international success with one participating in 
OLYMPICS-2024.
ÅLed Tri-Service ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ Contingent: Spearheaded the participation of 

the first Tri-Service Women contingent in the Republic Day Parade 2024, 
advancing gender diversity in the armed forces and securing a 15% 
increase in funding for the initiative.
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Wg Cdr SUCHINDRA SINGH
COUNCIL MEMBER ς WICCI KARNATAKA DEFENCE FORCES COUNCIL

ÅSuchindra Singh is a self motivated and performance-driven professional retired 

from the Indian Air Force with 15 years of experience in Project management and 

delivery, HR and Security Management. 

ÅShe is an approachable executive who has been bridging gap between senior 

management & employees. 

ÅShe excels in integrated operations management, workforce planning, training & 

development for top and bottom-line profitability. 

ÅShe is also proficient in Physical Security Management & Administration of highly 

sensitive facilities.  

ÅShe is an alumni of IIM- Bengaluru and is Ex- NCC Cadet (Army Wing) with óAô 

Grade. She is a keen learner and believe in continuous learning to enhance her 

knowledge.

ÅKey skills - Strategic Planning and Leadership,  Project Management and delivery

    Training and development and HR Management 

Education:  Bachelorôs in Science (Computer Science)

Certificate in Business Management -IIM(B)

Certificate in Leadership and Behavioral Science
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Lt Col S ESWARI
COUNCIL MEMBER ς WICCI KARNATAKA DEFENCE FORCES COUNCIL

Å Accomplished leader with 20 years in Indian Army as Sappers officers 

demonstrating exceptional strategic acumen, Financial stewardship, 

fostering operational agility, Analytical Problem Solving, and adept at 

Developing HR Strategies to meet organizational needs.

Å Core Competency

Å Leadership and Team Management

Å Strategic Operation Execution

Å Cost and Quality Control

Å Business Negotiation and Vendor Relation

Å Human Resource and Administration.

Å Financial planning and Budget execution

Å Currently pursuing Business Management program for Defence officers 

IIM Bangalore.

Å MBA from ICFAI University

Å BSc (PCM Madras University)
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Maj JAYA JAMES
COUNCIL MEMBER ς WICCI KARNATAKA DEFENCE FORCES COUNCIL

ÅA competent, dynamic, and self-driven Army Officer with fifteen years of 

experience in diverse fields of operations including seven years of core 

experience in Security & Loss Prevention and Risk management, currently 

working in a senior management position with a company in Bangalore.

ÅShe is a transformational leader with unflinching honesty, loyalty, and 

collaborative spirit. 

ÅShe possesses excellent communication skills, multi-tasking ability and 

work ethics to ensure quality delivery with competitive edge.

ÅShe has done PG Diploma in Software Development & Systems 

Administration from NIIT ; Diploma in Materials Management from RDVV 

Jabalpur; Certificate in Business Administration from IIM Indore & 

Certificate in Risk Management from IRM London
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Wg Cdr SHARMISHTHA  JOSHI
COUNCIL MEMBER ς WICCI KARNATAKA DEFENCE FORCES COUNCIL

Å Sharmishtha Joshi, a retired Wing Commander from the Indian Air Force, embodies 

the spirit of women empowerment through her groundbreaking work in IT, Information 

Security, and Telecom Infrastructure.

Å From spearheading IT and cybersecurity initiatives across multiple airbases to 

managing complex telecom infrastructure projects, her leadership has not only 

secured national assets but also inspired countless women to pursue careers in 

technology and defence. 

Å Sharmishtha has also made a significant impact beyond the military. She has led 

cybersecurity awareness campaigns for over eight years, with a special focus on 

educating women and school children about mobile security and cyber defence. 

Through her tireless work, both as a military leader and a cybersecurity expert, 

Sharmishtha Joshi continues to break new ground for women, proving that with 

perseverance and expertise, women can lead and excel in any field.



SONAM SINHA
COUNCIL MEMBER ς WICCI KARNATAKA DEFENCE FORCES COUNCIL

People Advisory & Transformation Expert 

ÅWith over 14 years of experience in organizational transformation, leadership 
development, and strategic advisory, Sonam Sinha brings her expertise to WICCI 
as a member of the Karnataka Defence Forces Council. 

ÅHaving led large-scale HR and leadership projects across industries, Sonam has a 
proven track record of empowering organizations to unlock their leadership 
potential, support rights of employees and foster sustainable growth. 

ÅHer work, which spans across APAC, EMEA, India, and the Middle East, reflects 
her commitment to fostering diversity, driving cultural transformations, and 
supporting talent development at the highest levels. 

ÅSonam is passionate about contributing to initiatives that align people 
development with the broader societal impact, making her a strong advocate for 
²L//LΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜǎΦ
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REENA SEETHAMA MUTHANNA
 WICCI COUNCIL MEMBER ς WICCI KARNATAKA DEFENCE FORCES COUNCIL
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SHARMILA VAITILINGAM
WICCI COUNCIL MEMBER ς WICCI KARNATAKA DEFENCE FORCES COUNCIL
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HARINI KRISSHNAN
WICCI COUNCIL MEMBER ς WICCI KARNATAKA DEFENCE FORCES COUNCIL
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ANANDHALAKSHMI D SANJAY
WICCI COUNCIL MEMBER ς WICCI KARNATAKA DEFENCE FORCES COUNCIL
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NUTAN KUMARI
WICCI COUNCIL MEMBER ς WICCI KARNATAKA DEFENCE FORCES COUNCIL
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SUREKHA MADDALI
WICCI COUNCIL MEMBER ς WICCI KARNATAKA DEFENCE FORCES COUNCIL
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SEEMA RANI
WICCI COUNCIL MEMBER ς WICCI KARNATAKA DEFENCE FORCES COUNCIL
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